
SEPTEMBER IN HISTORY 
1846  Dentist William Morton was the first person to publicly demonstrate the 

use of this anesthesia on a patient. ___________________________________  

1901  Following the death of this president from an assassin’s bullet, Theodore 

Roosevelt was sworn in as the twenty-sixth president of the United States.   

_____________________________________________ 

1927  Jack Dempsey lost the World Heavyweight title to this rival boxer in a 

controversial fight that was known forever after as the “battle of the long count.”

        ____________________________________ 

1939  World War II began when German forces invaded and soon conquered this 

European country.            _______________________________ 

1940  What did four teenagers discover while exploring a system of caves in the 

Lascaux region of southwestern France?   

_____________________________________________________ 

1952  This British-born silent film legend was prevented from entering the 

United States, where he had lived for forty years, because of his suspected 

Communist activity.  

____________________________________________ 

1957  Governor Orval Faubus called out the National Guard to prevent nine 

black students from entering Central High School in this city.        

       ______________________________________ 

 

1957  On the Road, the book that has been called “the defining work of the 

postwar Beat Generation” was published.  Who wrote this chronicle of mid-century 

American youth? 

         ________________________________ 

CONTINUED 

→ 



1959  During a visit to the U.S., Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev exploded with 

anger when he was told that he could not visit this then four-year-old California 

tourist sire because authorities couldn’t guarantee his safety.  

________________________________ 

1963  In one of the deadliest acts of the civil right era, four young African 

American girls were killed when a bomb exploded during Sunday services at  

the 16th Street Baptist Church un this city. 

 

_____________________________________ 

1967  This Michigan governor said during a TV interview that he had undergone 

a “brainwashing” by U.S. officials during a visit to Vietnam two years earlier – a 

remark that is widely believed to have derailed his 1968 campaign for president. 

 

       ________________________________ 

1969  With the outcome of the Vietnam War still uncertain, this North 

Vietnamese leader died of heart failure in Hanoi.  Six years later, Saigon, the former 

capital of South Vietnam, was renamed after this Communist hero. 

    __________________________________ 

1972  Tragedy unfolded during the Summer Olympics in this city when 

Palestinian terrorists took eleven members of the Israeli team hostage and murdered 

them the next day.        

_______________________________________ 

 

1976  The revolutionary who brought Communism to the People’s Republic of 

China and led the country as Party chairman for twenty-seven years died in Beijing at 

the age of eighty-two. 

______________________________________ 

CONTINUED 

→ 



1978  Following twelve days of secret negotiations at Camp David, a framework 

for peace between Egypt and Israel was signed by the leaders of those two countries 

and the United States.  Can you name all three signers?  

_______________________________________________ 

1982  Seven people in the Chicago area died after taking this over-the-counter 

pain reliever, which was later discovered to have been laced with cyanide. 

_____________________________________________________ 

2001  A series of coordinated suicide attacks by Al-Qaeda terrorists took nearly 

three thousand American lives and injured more than six thousand.  Name the three 

key locations.    ___________________________________________  

___________________________________________  

___________________________________________ 


