
DECEMBER IN HISTORY 
1903  Wilbur and Orville Wright conducted the world’s first flight from this 

North Carolina town.  

 

1911  This Norwegian explorer became the first person to reach the South 

Pole, beating both Robert Scott and Ernest Shackelton. 

 

1936  King Edward VIII of England abdicated the throne to be with the 

woman he loved.  Who was she? 

 

1941  December 7 was described by President Franklin Roosevelt as “a day 

that will live in infamy.” Why?  

 

1944  This bandleader was lost forever when his U.S. Army plane disappeared 

in bad weather over the English Channel. 

 

 

1947  John Bardeen, Walter Brattain, and William Shockley ushered in the 

electronics age with this invention. 

 

1954  The U.S. Senate voted to condemn this Wisconsin Republican for 

“conduct that brings the Senate into dishonor and disrepute.”  

 

1955  Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a white man on a bus in this 

city, sparking a yearlong bus boycott by African Americans. 

 

1957  Elvis Presley received his draft notice for the U.S. Army. In which 

foreign country did Presley spend eighteen months of his two-year army stint?  
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→ 



1963  This crooner’s son was kidnapped (at age nineteen) from a Lake Tahoe 

hotel room.  He was released two days later after the payment of a $240,000 

ransom. 

 

1967  This surgeon, in Cape Town, South Africa, performed the first human 

heart transplant. 

 

1975  This follower of Charles Manson was sentenced to life in prison for her 

attempt on the life of President Gerald Ford.. 

 

1980  This rock music legend was shot and killed outside his apartment 

building in New York City. 

 

1981  Elizabeth Jordan Carr was born in Norfolk, Virginia.  Why was this 

news? 

 

1985  Dian Fossey, famous for her studies of this African mammal, was found 

murdered at her research station in Rwanda. 

 

1988  A terrorist bomb on Pan Am Flight 103 exploded in mid-air, killing 259 

people aboard the plane.  In addition, eleven people in this Scottish town were also 

killed when large sections of the plane fell to earth. 

 

1992  This British Prime Minister announced to the British parliament the 

formal separation of Prince Charles and Princess Diana. 

 

 

2000  George W. Bush claimed the presidency over this rival, after the U.S. 

Supreme Court halted the Florida recount of votes. 

CONTINUED 

→ 

 



2001  Richard Reid, a passenger on an American Airlines flight, was subdued 

by flight attendants and passengers when it was discovered that he was trying to 

ignite a bomb hidden in this unusual place. 

 

 

2006  This deposed leader was hanged uttering his final words: “I bear witness 

that there is no god but God, and I testify that Mohammed is the Messenger of 

God.” 

 

 


